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During the 20th century, peace has been rare and elusive…a Wounded Dove constantly 
struggling to take flight. 
 
At no time during the last one hundred years has our world been without a war, a 
revolution, or an armed struggle of some kind. 
 
Yet there have been moments when reason and justice prevailed, when individuals spoke 
instead of fought, and when peace was the victor and not the vanquished. 
 
The Wounded Dove tells the stories of courageous men and women who often risked 
everything, even their lives, so that we could live in a world without violence.  To them we 
owe our thanks, for even though they may not have always succeeded, they set an example 
we should all wish to follow. 
 
 

The Search for Peace  
EPISODES 

Episode 1 1900-1918 Hope and Despair 

Episode 2 1918-1945 Declaring War Illegal 
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HOPE AND DESPAIR 
Episode One (1900-1918) 

 
 

The century turns under an optimistic star. Peace among the nations of the world is a 
popular subject.  Many believe that war is a disease that can be cured, that it is possible, even 
probable, that the new 20th century will witness the elimination of man’s greatest scourge. More 
than 400 peace societies spread the word, all devoted to a new concept, an international community 
where discussion and negotiation will replace armed conflict. 
 

As the century begins, Nicolas II, czar of Russia, takes the initiative and calls a peace 
conference at The Hague. The response is universal. Representatives of the world’s powers, 26 in 
all, meet in The Hague and take the first steps towards global disarmament. For the first time all 
agree to establish rules for war: the protection of hospitals, the treatment of prisoners, the proper 
conduct of armies and the process of truce negotiations.  The community of nations also agrees to 
place a ban on dropping bombs from balloons and “other kinds of aerial vessels.” After months 
of debate, they create a kind of world legislature, the first of its kind, a forum where delegates 
can discuss virtually any subject that threatens to violate world peace. 
 

While diplomats thrash out the wording of declarations and protesters organize and sign 
petitions, some individuals seek to do more than just march and make speeches. The first episode 
focuses on those who put ideas of peace into action. Some of the results of these actions still 
thrive today.  

 
···· Edmund Morel works as a clerk for a British shipping 
company. He single-handedly exposes genocide in the making 
in the Congo at the hands of Belgium’s King Leopold. In 1904, 
Morel founds the Congo Reform Association, the world’s first 
international human rights movement, the precursor to 
Amnesty International and the War Crimes Tribunals.  People 
like Mark Twain and other concerned individuals from several 
countries join Morel’s campaign of peace and justice.  
 
····  The 3 Appeasers, ministers in the Chinese government, lose 
their lives trying to stop the Boxer Rebellion in 1900. 
 
····  As the great powers fight in China, the first Nobel Peace 
Prize is awarded to Jean Dunant, founder of the Red Cross 

and Frederic Passy. Passy believes that any dispute can be settled by arbitration, a tool that is still 
used to settle conflicts to this day. 
 
····  Passy’s vision is put to the test in 1902 when Colonel Thomas Holdich uses arbitration to 
prevent a war from starting between Argentina and Chile.  
 
Theodore Roosevelt convinces the Russians and Japanese to come to Portsmouth New Hampshire, 
to negotiate an end to their war. He wins the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906 for this achievement. 
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····  Portsmouth is a great success. The treaty becomes a foundation for a new set of rules, more 
rational, more humane, and more optimistic. Before the year is out, a second successful example is 
logged. In Scandinavia, a new country is born without a single drop of blood being shed. After 90 
years of union with Sweden, Norway goes through a cultural revolution and decides to withdraw. 
There is talk of war. Forts are built along the border and Norwegians secretly train and gather arms. 
A referendum is held and 85 percent of Norwegian voters approve the new state. Sweden bows to 
the will of the majority. The creation of an independent Norway is a war that never happens.  

 
····  From this noble peace attempt in Africa to ten years after the first Hague Peace Conference, the 
world’s powers meet again, determined to renew their initial agreement on the road to eliminating 
war. Forty-four countries attend and there is a powerful new delegate, one that commands the 
attention of all - public opinion. The Conference is the media event of its day. Millions of people 
worldwide send their recommendations, petitions, appeals, grievances or panaceas for peace and all 
shout to have their voice heard. The pen, it seems, can defeat the sword and what’s more, it does on 
several occasions.   
 

 
 
 
 
·  The first risk of war appeared in an unlikely place, a small seaport in Morocco. Germany sought 
to extend its colonial empire and the Kaiser sent a warship to Agadir. But France, supported by 
Britain, saw it as toehold that could easily grow to fit the Prussian boot. The British fleet steamed 
southward and preparations for war began.  But Jules Cambon, the French ambassador to 
Berlin and his German counterpart, Alfred von Kiderlen-Wächter  succeeds in stopping the 
conflict. 
 
 
·  While the British, French and Germans are squabbling about one end of the Sahara, Italy is 
poised to grab a piece of the other.  As the Italians are preparing to invade Libya, Benito Mussolini 
leads a peace movement to stop them. 
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Leading up to 1914 there is legitimate reason for hope for the new century. The list of 
achievements is impressive: the first international forum for nations to air grievances and settle 
disputes is created; the Russo-Japanese war, the largest in recorded history, ends at the conference 
table at Portsmouth; a 29 year old clerk stops a genocide and creates the first international human 
rights movement; the first Nobel Peace Prizes are handed out and arbitration, once just a concept for 
debate, is tried and proven a success several times.  

 
Peace is front-page news. It is stylish, the social currency of the day. As the first decade of 

the 20th century is ending, people had a right to feel that the world is becoming a better, safer place 
to live, that peace is linked to progress.  Our peacemakers witness a world shrinking through 
communication and travel. Robert Peary reaches the North Pole and Shackleton set out for the 
southern one. Marconi receives the Nobel Prize for physics for inventing the radio, a device that 
will be used for peace …. and war.  Louis Bleriot is the first man to fly across the English Channel. 
The world is getting smaller and our peacemakers will soon find out just how small the world is 
when a shot that is heard around the world silences the voices of reason. 

 
 
As the new century marches ahead an alarming paradox emerges. There is an 

unprecedented growth in peace movements; while at the same time there is a vast increase in 
armaments and military preparedness. As more and more dreadnoughts are launched and more gun 
barrels poured, the meetings and conferences and petitions become more demanding, more urgent… 
more desperate. People sense the gathering clouds and are trying to shout away the coming storm. 
When war breaks out, it is a “World War”.  We focus on our people of peace as they redouble their 
efforts to end what is called “The War to end all Wars”.   
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·  Peace activist Bertha von Suttner goes from capital to capital, congress to congress, trying to 
create a world community free from war. It is von Suttner who convinced Alfred Nobel to create a 
prize for peace, one that she would soon win.  
 
·  But the world is no longer listening to Peace Bertha. Seven days after her death on June 28, 
1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarajevo and declarations of war are ricocheting 
across Europe. Peace emissaries abound, redoubling their efforts to stop a world tragedy. Emily 
Hobhouse, who exposed British atrocities in the Boer War, campaigns vigorously against the 
senselessness of taking up arms again.  
 
·  In Germany, the Peace Society attempts to rally support to oppose the war but the president, 
Ludwig Quidde, is quickly arrested and charged with treason. Thousands refuse to fight and go to 
prison. At least 47 Germans are executed for refusing to bear arms. 
 
·  When the United States enters the war three years later, over 50,000 men register as 
conscientious objectors. Thousands go to jail rather than bear arms, believing that protest is the first 
step toward peace.  Pacifists Joseph and David Hofer is imprisoned in Alcatraz and die from 
maltreatment. 
 
·  In Canada, James Shaver Woodsworth, pacifist, politician 
and Methodist minister preaches the gospel of peace in the House 
of Parliament and from the pulpit.  
 
·  Despite all the peace efforts, by December 1914, after 5 
months of war, the Germans have lost a million men, the French 
and the British even more.  The armies that remain are entrenched, 
exhausted and numbed with cold. But on Christmas day the guns 
fall silent along many parts of the front.  Soldiers on both sides 
call a truce.  Both sides play soccer and exchange gifts.  
 
·  The European battlefield becomes a slaughterhouse, 
consuming one human life every ten seconds. Canadian peace 
activist Julia Grace Wales catches the world’s attention to end 
the war with a plan called ‘continuous mediation without 
armistice’. The effort is unsuccessful but much of her plan is 
echoed some three years later in President Wilson’s fourteen 
points, which becomes the basis for armistice. 
 
 
 
·  Henry Ford charters a peace ship, the Oscar II. Its manifest, comprised of pacifists, has a 
mission; to rally support for a European peace, and then establish a conference of neutrals at The 
Hague. 
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The First World War has been called, ‘the end of innocence’ and it was just that, an introduction 
into how terrible and horrific 20th century warfare could be. The war’s end produced a fork in the 
road toward a lasting peace: two opposing lessons based on the same appalling reality, the first 
reasoned that safety from conflict and strife could be found in withdrawal, a retreat behind high 
walls and ever more powerful arsenal of weapons to 
act as a deterrent …. as if the cancer of war came from 
without and not from within ourselves. The other 
conclusion was a tenacious, renewed optimism.  
 
Men and women who declared that not only is 
Europe one, but that ‘the entire world is one,’ that 
the rights of man extend to all men, no matter 
where he or she may be. 
 
 
 
VISUALS – Episode One 
 
 
A short visual introduction to each episode will consist 
of a fast-paced, stimulating montage of film clips, 
photos and drawings accompanied by music of the era.  
This will quickly place the viewer in the context of the 
times for each show. 
 
Visuals for episode one include moving images and stills of our peacemakers and/or peacemaker 
situations.  For example, we have film footage from the National Archives in Washington of 
Russian and Japanese delegates attending the Portsmouth Peace Treaty Conference in 1905. For the 
Morel Congo story we have rare photographs from the Anti Slavery League in Britain that visually 
documents the atrocities committed against native Africans. All these images are mixed in with 
other imagery like re-creations, posters, newspaper headlines, maps and other relevant visuals.  We 
have a rare moving image of Bertha von Suttner, the woman who convinced Alfred Nobel to grant a 
prize for peace of which she was a recipient. Stills from the Hofer collection and Der Deutsch 
Pazifismes wahrend des Weltkrieges will illustrate the conscientious objectors story.  We 
established a close relationship with Barbara Kraft, author and Henry Ford historian. We will use 
her photos of the Ford Peace ship plus moving images of the Peace ship from the National Archives 
in Washington.  We have an abundance of WW I moving images from various sources including 
the CBS collection. Shots of the Italian invasion of Libya came from the Library of Congress.  
Headlines from various newspapers and political cartoons will also be mixed in with moving 
images. We will recreate soldiers writing home during the Christmas truce. 
 
 

EPISODES 



 7

�
�

DECLARING WAR ILLEGAL 

Episode Two (1920-1939) 

 
The First World War ends more than four years of savagery, the worst in the history of 

mankind and left across the face of Europe, fields of lives cut short.  But a new positive view of the 
future emerges from the despair of the trenches; surely now a lesson had been learned, mankind will 
opt for peace instead of war. 
 

In episode two the peacemakers come up with a bold new strategy to prevent war: 
outlaw  it completely, recognize it as a crime against humanity.  When delegates sign the Treaty 
of Versailles, they seek to go beyond the terms of the truce and take the first step toward 
vanquishing war itself. From chaos and revolution they vow to create a permanent global forum, a 
League of Nations where disputes can be aired and resolved without the force of arms. This new 
world order has a promising beginning. The new League not only prevents a war between Finland 
and Sweden over the Aaland Islands, it declares the region a Demilitarized Zone. Then it goes on to 
establish Danzig as a Free City to stop a war between Poland and Lithuania. The League also stops 
a potential conflict between Yugoslavia and Albania and yet another between Iraq and Turkey… all 
within the first few years of the League’s existence.  There is even success in disarmament as a 
handful of brave individuals try to rid the world o f the weapons of war.   

 
·  The world watches as the new forum was quickly put to the test.  At issue, the pastoral 
Aaland islands in the Baltic Sea. The inhabitants were of Swedish origin, but historically the islands 
were a part of Finland. The League managed to cool passions, and then find ground for a 
compromise.  The islands were awarded to Finland, but the Swedish inhabitants were given 
complete self-government. The new League of Nations went on to establish Danzig as a Free City 
to stop a war between Poland and Lithuania. It stopped a potential conflict between Yugoslavia and 
Albania and yet another between Iraq and Turkey… all within the first few years of the League’s 
existence. 

In the 1920’s a new international order had appeared. Fridtjof Nansen, 
High Commissioner For Prisoners of War for the League of Nations, 
won the Nobel Peace Prize for creating the first global passport. 
Millions of displaced persons, refugees and prisoners of war were 
allowed to cross borders and obtain residence and work permits and 
thus were given a chance to start a new life. 
 
·  Kralichek Soboleff became a traveling emissary of world 
peace. He spent two years circumnavigating the world using the 
Nansen passport.  
 
·  At the Imperial Conference of 1921, Canadian Prime 
Minister Arthur Meighen  presented arguments for the abrogation of 
Britain's naval alliance with Japan. Charles Evans Hughes, the 
American Secretary of State, took the initiative from the Canadian 
proposal and successfully convinced his government along with                                             

Britain and Japan to destroy 66 of their most powerful battleships. 
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·  Among nations total disarmament was taboo, a subject rarely discussed. Negotiation, mediation, 
arms control and limitations, yes …but not the total abolition of weapons. But one day Maxim 
Litvinov , the Soviet foreign minister, stood before the League of Nations and for the first time, a 
government formally proposed nothing less than the total disarmament of the world. More than 
20,000 pages of speeches and reports fluttered through the corridors of the League of Nations 
without effect. Not one country was ready to put the simple scheme to the test.  
 

A culture of peace was gradually being forged again with some success: 15 nations signed 
the Kellogg-Briand Pact renouncing war and sixty-four countries, virtually the entire world, signed 
a pledge not to wage war. Mediation and arbitration had all become fashionable and was making 
headline news. Nations seemed to be learning to settle their disputes without violence and 
bloodshed. Slowly, by law, by treaty, by principle, war seemed to be disappearing. Words were 
winning over weapons. As a result, the end of the 20’s was a time of peace, but in the last year a 
time of turmoil.   

 
1929 ushered in the 30’s with an economic depression and with it, a depression of another 

sort: a gradual loss of confidence in the international order, in the ability of the community of 
nations to censure a rogue power threatening the well being of them all. The young and fragile 
institutions of peace that assembled after the First World War are under pressure to contain the 
growing forces of fascism in Germany, Italy and Japan.  

 
·  More than 10 million people, from all over the world, sign a single petition demanding 
immediate disarmament. Dick Sheppard, an Anglican clergyman, appeals to one and all to send 
him a postcard renouncing war. The movement he founded, the Peace Pledge Union, is still in 
existence today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As collective security is failing it is an extraordinary coincidence that the world’s 

peacemakers in episode two converge to use the same tools of pacifism and civil disobedience 
in response to fascism.  These actions come with a price. These peacemakers are prepared to die, 
and some of them do for their cause.  In spite of the sacrifices of many and volumes of diplomatic 
treaties and declarations of disarmament, the world spirals toward a cataclysmic war that will 
eventually consume more than 2% of the globe’s population. 
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·  Albert Einstein once theorized that: “If only two percent of those assigned to perform military 
service should announce their refusal to fight, as well as urge means, other than war for settling 
international disputes, governments would be powerless and wars would cease.” Einstein’s theory 
was not put to the test until the war in Vietnam, some thirty years later. Then, like his other theories, 
the theory of the 2 per cent protest proved to be absolutely correct.  
 
·  In South America, the League of Nations fails to end that continent’s bloodiest conflict of the 
20th century, the Chaco war. Neither Bolivia, nor Paraguay has any real interest in the sub tropical 
region of the Chaco, until an oil company announces its intention to drill there. Both countries 
immediately mobilize their armies. Carlos Saavedra Lamas, Foreign Minister of Argentina, 
develops the Anti-War Pact that ends the Chaco war. Lamas receives the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
effort. 
 
·  In Germany, Carl von Ossietsky attacks the rise of militarism as an investigative journalist. 
Ossietsky exposes the German government for illegally using money appropriated to civilian 
aviation for the manufacture of military aircraft, a clear violation of the Treaty of Versailles. He is 
immediately imprisoned.  He wins the Nobel Peace Prize just shortly before he dies in jail.  
 
·  When the Nazis come to power, they ban organizations that did not reflect an Aryan military 
spirit and burn their records. All associations dedicated to world peace literally cease to exist. More 
than 50,000 Germans were once members of the Peace Society and other groups committed to 
finding peaceful ways to resolve conflicts. At least half of these pacifists vanish almost immediately 
into Dachau and other concentration camps. The last German pacifist is hanged on May 10, 1945, 
two days after the war ends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  In 1937 Japan marches through China. As 
the Japanese take control of Nanking, the army 
goes on a rampage, killing, looting and 
raping… a reign of horror that came to be 
known as the Rape of Nanking.  John Rabe, a 
German business man and head of the local 
Nazi party cordons off a section of the city 
using white flags and declares it to be a ‘Safety 
Zone’ for refugees. Rabe makes two 
unsuccessful attempts to negotiate a truce. At 
night, he patrols the streets delivering food, 
protected by the Nazi Swastika on his armband, 
a powerful symbol of Japan’s friend in Europe. 
Eventually more than 200,000 Chinese crowd 
into Rabe’s safety zone. Details of the outrage 
at Nanking slowly filter back to Japan. Photos, 
postcards and stories told by returning soldiers 
circulate like a black market of horror. 
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·  As the conflict grows in the Far East and threatens the countries of Southeast Asia, Europe 
stands still, poised for an instant on the razor’s edge between peace and war. Italy makes the first 
strike, the first challenge to the existing world order when it invades Ethiopia. Walter Riddell , the 
head of the Canadian delegation to the League of Nations, proposes immediate economic sanctions 
against Italy … a block on trade in strategic materials: oil, coal, iron and steel and the freezing of all 
credit and loans. The document that he reads is known as ‘the Canadian Proposal’.  The plan is 
rejected and Riddell later comments:  “With the failure of sanctions, the last chance of averting 
World War II had gone forever.”  
 
 
German troops mass at the border of Poland, ready 
to strike at any moment. In what is to be the last 
attempt to calm the waters before the storm, 
Birger Dahlerus, a prominent Swedish 
businessman, comes up with a simple plan 
whereby Hermann Goering will spend a few days 
with prominent Englishmen to learn something of 
the English point of view without any go-
betweens. Goering goes to the retreat, but the 
inevitable happens. 
 

The celebrations on New Year’s Eve 1940 are remarkably somber in the Allied countries 
and predictions for the years to come are equally somber.  Toasts to peace are drowned out by the 
realities of war. In many capitals of Europe the streets are blacked out. The opposite is true in 
Berlin. The cafés are crowded and the mood is jubilant.  
 

On the radio, Hitler speaks of victories over Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Austria. For the 
second time in a generation, the world is plunged into warfare. But this war is even more global 
than the First World War.  Almost every sovereign state in the world is involved. Only nine 
countries manage to remain neutral. The Second World War creates the largest assembly of 
warriors and war machines this planet has ever seen.  
  

All of our peacemakers in episode two have two attributes in common, risk and 
defiance. Most of them make the ultimate sacrifice. It is a time when the individual, not an 
institution, tries to lead mankind to peace.  

 
 
·  As war spreads like a cancer across the face of Europe, the Japanese watch closely. After the 
fall of Poland, Chiume Sugihara, a career diplomat, is sent to Lithuania to open a consulate. His 
main task is to determine the time of the German attack on Russia. A man of conscience, Sugihara 
hatches a plan to issue exit visas to Jews.  Most arrive safely in Japan, where they are interned, and 
then sent to Shanghai.  There they sit out the war, safe from the death camps. More than forty 
thousand people owe their lives to Chiume Sugihara. 
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·  In Tokyo, there is growing opposition to the long and costly China conflict and with that 
opposition comes hope for a way to end it and, at the same time, hope for a way to prevent another 
one with the United States. Prince Konoye, the Prime Minister meets secretly with the American 
Ambassador, Joseph Grew and convinces him that they should meet face to face with President 
Roosevelt. A destroyer, the ‘Nitta Maru,’ is standing by with its steam up, ready to sail to a peace 
conference in Juneau, Alaska at a moment’s notice. But Roosevelt drags his feet and Konoye is 
forced to resign.  
 
·  On May 10, 1941 German aircraft drop hundreds of incendiary bombs on London destroying 
the British Parliament's House of Commons building at Westminster. On that very day Hitler’s 
deputy, Rudolph Hess flies low across the North Sea towards Scotland. His secret mission is to 
broker a peace deal and end the war.  Did Churchill miss an opportunity to end the war? It is still 
hotly debated.   

 
·  During the height of the war there are still some Germans 
who seek to end the fighting through a negotiated peace. Father 
Max Joseph Metzger is a Catholic chaplain and an impassioned 
pacifist. When Pope Pius XII signs a concordat with the Nazis, 
Metzger openly challenges the wisdom of the church. Metzger’s 
pulpit becomes a fountain of protest. The Gestapo arrests him 
and charges him with treason in a People’s court in Berlin on 
October 14, 1943. Six months later he is beheaded. On May 3, 
2001 the German government agrees to a Vatican request 
exonerating Father Metzger. The Berlin State Court says the 
conviction is based on laws “solely for the preservation of the 
Nazi dictatorship.” The cases of other priests executed by Hitler 
are also under review. 
 
 
 

 
·  In Munich, the birthplace of Nazism, a brave group of students in their early twenty’s launches 
a moral protest and an urgent appeal to stop the fighting. Sophie Scholl and her brother Hans form a 
close-knit group of 7 friends and create a movement called ‘The White Rose’. The group runs an 
underground press condemning Hitler, the Third Reich and the Gestapo. The crudely printed 
leaflets are distributed by hand, anonymously left on train seats, stuffed in telephone books and 
dropped on the streets for the public to read.  The members travel throughout Southern Germany 
and beyond to mail stacks of leaflets from undetectable locations. They are posted to teachers, 
doctors and bar owners, who would hopefully pass them on to their clientele. As the message of the 
White Rose reaches more and more people, the Gestapo intensifies their efforts to silence it. Hans 
and Sophie Scholl, Alexander Schmorell, Willi Graf, Christoph Probst and professor Kurt Hurber 
are caught and beheaded in 1943. Jürgen Wittenstein is tipped off and manages to elude the 
Gestapo. After the war, Dr. Wittenstein relocates to the United States where he practices medicine 
in California.  He retires in the late 1990’s. 
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VISUALS – Episode Two 
 
Episode two’s visuals from the National Archives include copious shots of the League of Nations 
complete with the major politicians addressing the assembly.  We have moving images and stills of 
Fridjof Nansen, the creator of the first global passport.  We also have an abundance of refugee shots 
to illustrate the millions of displaced persons at the end of WW I which will be added to the Nansen 
and Soboleff stories. Arthur Meighen shots will be obtained at the usual Canadian sources.  We 
have original peace pledge cards from the 1930’s and headlines on Dick Sheppard.  We received 
this material from the Peace Pledge Union in Britain. This material will be augmented with moving 
images of peace parades, posters and peace stamps. The footage for the Walter Riddell /Ethiopia 
story features Emperor Haile Selassie addressing the League of Nations. The footage for this story, 
from the UN collection, also includes action scenes of the military take over of Somalia. For the 
John Rabe story our cameras follow, in detail, the Japanese invasion of China, visually 
documenting the atrocities of the rape of Nanking.  For dramatic effect we have a number of 
disturbing stills that strengthen the narration. Carl von Ossietsky’s fight against Hitler is represented 
by visual proof of Germany’s air force build up and shots of camp life in Nazi Germany. Episode 
two contains unique and dramatic visuals.  Jürgen Wittenstein, one of the original seven members 
of the White Rose was the only one to escape from the Gestapo and therefore death. Neil Lundy  
went to California and did an audio interview with him.  Some of his narrative will be heard over 
footage from the German film “The White Rose”.  This movie re-creates what the group did and it 
was shot in the actual locations where the activities happened. Dr. Wittenstein was the official 
advisor on the film.  For the Rudolph Hess story we will use a re-creation peace that was done about 
20 years ago on the TV program Unsolved Mysteries. We have some original shooting re-creating 
Chiume Sugihara riding in a 1940’s Buick. We have shots of Prince Konoye playing golf.   
 
 
 

 

 
 
EPISODES 

�
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THE NUCLEAR AGE 
Episode Three (1945-1962) 

 
 
 At war’s end, when the last riffle is silenced, Europe is carved up leaving an Iron Curtain 
between East and West.  The greatest monument to man’s stupidity is erected in Berlin holding half 
its citizens hostage behind a wall. Other divisions upset the world order as Palestine is partitioned 
and India is split. The second half of the century begins with a burst of prosperity. From Paris, to 
Moscow to Tokyo wartime rationing finally ends. For the first time in many years, shops are full of 
goods and most people have money to buy them. But behind the gaiety was a fearful reality. The 
world is filled with weapons, those left over from the Second World War and a new arsenal is mass-
produced for the Cold war.  
 
Yet, in the sober light of morning, everyone agrees that should the Cold War quick-thaw into fire, 
the atomic bomb is the weapon of choice. The nuclear club grows quickly from one to many as 
the US, Russia, France and England prove their capabilities for destruction. A new exclusive club is 
born, the thermonuclear club, with the Soviet Union and the United States as charter members. Now 
the superpowers can destroy each other hundreds of times over and take most of the world with 
them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In what can only be described as absurd madness the military and some politicians seriously discuss 
survival rates of forty or fifty percent, meaning that in nuclear war hundreds of millions of people 
will be killed and hundreds of millions more sentenced to a slow and gruesome death by radiation. 
 
Peace is an almost forgotten concept, maligned, twisted and redefined. Instead of referring to a 
weaponless world, peace is merely the absence of war, the absence of a nuclear war. The end of 
civilization looms just over the horizon, only the press of a button away. 
 
In episode three people of peace are challenged in a rapidly changing world. After WWII 
communism and the threat of nuclear war sits atop their agenda and the curse of apartheid 
reaches the world’s consciousness.  
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·  When World War two ends a new one begins, a cold war. Communist tentacles spread around 
the world.  Public opinion is still not aware of the international situation but a shocking revelation 
changes that, just four months after the war. On the evening of September 5th 1945, a young cipher 
clerk, Igor Gouzenko, leaves the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa concealing secret documents that 
reveal the existence of an extensive Soviet spy ring in Canada. Gouzenko is the beginning of the 
Cold War for public opinion. Ironically, Gouzenko’s revelations and the timing of their release are 
manipulated by some anti-Soviet hardliners to promote massive rearmament, witch-hunts, and 
Western paranoia.   
 
·  After World War II, many government systems change radically. Palestine is at the head of the 
list plunging into civil strife as Jews and Arabs vie for control. The new United Nations is charged 
with what many regard as an impossible task:  first, stop the war in Palestine and then bring Jews 
and Arabs together in a formal peace settlement. A temporary truce is arranged. The mantle of 
responsibility falls on Ralph Bunche.  After 81 days of almost continuous negotiation Arabs and 
Jews shake hands and an agreement on the division of Palestine is signed. Bunche later receives the 
Nobel peace Prize for his remarkable effort. 
 

·  India, the world’s largest colony, both by size and 
numbers, lurches toward independence and beneath the 
surface, tension between the two dominant religious groups, 
Hindus and Moslems, simmers close to a boil. After years of 
haggling, the British resolve the issue. They split the country 
into two and create India and Pakistan. The result is 
catastrophic. While crowds of Hindus and Muslims riot in 
Calcutta, Mahatma Gandhi stands before them vainly 
shouting to cease the senseless hatred and fighting. But the 
bloodletting continues. Gandhi announces: “I will begin 
fasting, to end only if and when sanity returns to Calcutta.” 
It works. On the third day of his fast all parties agree to stop 
rioting and sign a joint statement of non-violence.  
 

 
 
·  There is no better way to abolish violence than by abolishing arms and armies. On December 1, 
1948, Costa Rica does exactly that. During a ceremonial address President Jose Figueres picks up 
a sledgehammer and symbolically knocks a stone off the wall of the Bellavista, the headquarters of 
the Costa Rican army. After that, he hands the keys of the main gate to the Minister of Education. 
The fortress is turned into a museum. This oasis of peace spawns more peace. In 1987 another 
fellow countryman, President Oscar Arias, wins the Nobel Peace Prize for persuading Costa 
Rica's feuding neighbors to take a united stand for peace. Five Central American presidents sign the 
accords thus ending years of armed conflict in Central America. When Arias accepts the Prize he 
makes reference to Jose Figueres’ brave accomplishment: “Mine is a people without arms, whose 
children have never seen a combat plane, nor a tank, nor a battleship.” 
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·  In 1947 a group of scientists create the ‘Doomsday Clock’ as a measure of how close humanity 
is to extinction. They place it on the cover of their magazine, ‘The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.’ 
There it stays year after year. The minute hand is first fixed at seven minutes to midnight. When the 
Soviet Union detonates its first atomic bomb in 1949, the minute hand moves forward to three 
minutes before the fatal hour. Mankind is approaching annihilation. Just a couple of years into the 
21st Century the ‘Doomsday Clock’ moves to where it begun…at seven minutes to midnight.  
 
·  In 1956, Hungary explodes into a revolution that catches the world, including most Hungarians, 
by surprise.  What starts as a student demonstration on the afternoon of October 23 turns into an 
armed insurrection later in the evening. The so-called ‘rebels’ take control of the streets of 
Budapest.  They demand the withdrawal of Soviet forces and the re-installment of the popular, 
former premier, Imre Nagy. Sandor Kopacsi, police chief of Budapest is regarded by many as the 
only Hungarian who has the respect of the rebels, the Russians in Budapest and Imre Nagy. Kopacsi 
is appointed as a negotiator to bring peace to the situation, but Kremlin masters march their forces 
into the satellite country and crush the rebellion. In 1958 Sandor Kopacsi is sentenced to life in 
prison. In 1963, under a general amnesty, Sandor is released from jail. The Kopacsi family now 
lives in Toronto. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
·  It is at the height of the cold war when the UN votes to send a peacekeeping mission to the 
troubled, ex-Belgian Congo. The Secretary General, Dag Hammarskjöld, is the driving force 
behind the Congo intervention. He dies in a plane crash on the way to arrange a cease-fire after the 
first assault by UN troops on Katanga. Whether the plane crashes by accident or design is still a 
mystery. He wins the 1961 Nobel Peace Prize posthumously.   
 
 
 

·  At the same time as Hungary is knuckling under Soviet might 
in the autumn of 1956, another confrontation in the Middle East is 
starting to boil over. Egypt, under its nationalist president Gamel 
Abdel Nasser, is drawing closer to the Soviet Bloc. He nationalizes 
the Suez Canal, denies Israel use of the waterway and prevents 
Israeli ships from entering the Gulf of Aqaba. On October 29, 
Israeli forces attack Gaza and march through the Sinai toward the 
Canal.  On the last day of October the British and French begin 
bombing Egyptian airfields. The Canadian Secretary of State for 
External Affairs, Lester Pearson recognizes that if the conflict 
continues, the war could become more general as other Arab states 
would come to Egypt’s aid.  This in turn could lead to a 
confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union and 
the possibility of nuclear war. The UN General Assembly adopts 
Pearson’s four-point plan to end the crisis. Pearson had saves the 
world from the brink of war and receives the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 



 16

 
 
 
·  Although there is not a nuclear war, there is another war being waged, a war of nerves, a war of 
might is right.  As the arms race gallops out of control the ultimate poker game plays out and the bet 
is, who has biggest most powerful arsenal. Above ground nuclear testing in the fifties is rampant 
prompting some peacemakers to become peace warriors. Such is the case for former Navy 
commander Albert S. Bigelow. In 1958 he sails his 30-foot ketch into the Eniwetok Proving 
Grounds, the U.S. nuclear test site in the Marshall Islands of the Pacific. The Atomic Energy 
Commission issues a regulation making it a crime for a U.S. citizen to sail into the region. Bigelow 
and his crew are arrested and sentenced to sixty days in a Honolulu jail. Anthropologist Earle 
Reynolds’ life is forever changed after he is hired by the Atomic Energy Commission to go to 
Hiroshima to study the effects of the atomic bomb. When he embarks with his family on a world 
voyage aboard their yacht, The Phoenix of Hiroshima, fate sets Reynolds on a path that will lead 
him to his life's work--the struggle for peace. He stops at over one hundred ports and gives lectures 
on conditions in Hiroshima. When they arrive in Hawaii he meets Albert Bigelow and his crew. 
Reynolds and his family decide to complete the mission that Bigelow is prevented from doing. 
After sailing into the restricted zone, Reynolds is arrested and sentenced to two years in prison. This 
verdict is appealed and eventually overturned. From this point on he dedicates his life to activism 
for peace and anti-nuclear causes, often using voyages on the Phoenix as a way to spread his 
message. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Philip John Noel-Baker’s career as a peacemaker is 
remarkable. His achievements read like a historical litany of 
peace events. He participates in the formation, the 
administration, and the legislative deliberations of the two 
great international political organizations of the twentieth 
century - the League of Nations and the United Nations. He is 
an adviser to Fridtjof Nansen in his prisoner-of-war and 
refugee work. Noel-Baker is a consultant for the Treaty of 
Versailles. He is a member of the British House of Commons 
where he pushes disarmament and other peace issues on the 
agenda. He runs in the Olympic games held in Stockholm in 
1912 adding athlete to his resume. He is a humanitarian doing 
relief work during the Russian famine in the 1920s. In the 
1940’s he is a negotiator leading to the independence of 
India. In the 60’s Noel-Baker is a peace activist as president 
of the British Vietnam Committee vehemently opposing US 
participation in the Vietnam War. It is only fitting that his 
career is punctuated with the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1959 in 
recognition of his lifelong dedication and work for the cause 
of disarmament and peace. 
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·  In South Africa a war of State sanctioned murder and torture is raging. Albert John Luthuli  is 
elected chief of the Zulu Abasemakholweni tribe in South Africa and is elected president-general of 
the African National Congress. He is a man of peace and campaigns vigorously for nonviolent 
resistance to apartheid policies. He is a fierce advocate for all people participating in government. 
Fearing his moderate, non-violent message the Afrikaners ban Luthuli from attending public 
gatherings and in 1954 confine him to the vicinity of his rural home. A year later the ANC convenes 
a kind of parliament and creates a constitution for all South Africans that calls for equal rights, 
redistribution of land, and for an end to apartheid.  Afrikaners arrest Luthuli and charge him with 
treason. He is released a year later. Luthuli is one of the courageous pioneers that laid the 
groundwork for one of the twentieth century's greatest achievements.  For this he was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Peace, the first African to receive the honor.  
 
·  In South America, the long 500-year war against the Indians is almost at an end. In the north of 
Paraguay, the Moros try to preserve their way of life in an unexplored jungle of thorns and thickets 
known as ‘the Green Hell.’ But little by little, farmers, mostly Mennonites from Europe, encroach 
on their lands and clear the jungle. Wearing black war paint, a group of Moros burst out of the 
forest and raid a farm. They kill everyone they can find. Paraguayan soldiers are given the order to 
shoot the Moros on sight. Kornelius Isaac, a 30 year old Mennonite missionary tries to make 
contact with the Indians and make peace. 
 
At the end of WW II peacemakers worldwide regroup to meet new and much more menacing 
threats to mankind. Undaunted, the ranks of peacemakers grow stronger. Even President 
Eisenhower said in 1953: “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, 
signifies in a final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, from those who are cold 
and are not clothed. The world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its 
labourers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children.”  Despite his words, he too is drawn 
into an arms race. Meanwhile in South Africa, black Africans are taking measures to dismantle the 
yoke of apartheid. 

·  The war in Korea is raging and the McCarthy era is at its 
height when Mildred Norman  begins a pilgrimage of peace 
by walking across the United States.  This is the beginning of a 
journey that lasts for 28 years.  She walks more than twenty 
five thousand miles throughout the US and Canada carrying 
messages of non-violence. She becomes known as the Peace 
Pilgrim  and vows to remain a wanderer until mankind learns 
the way of peace. She spends a lifetime penniless and never 
asks others for food or shelter, accepting them only when 
offered. She walks daily, giving talks about peace among 
nations to schools, churches, radio and TV stations, 
newspapers, and individuals she meets in her travels. Her 
peace pamphlets are translated into 13 languages and are 
distributed to millions worldwide. She inspires others to 
personal and social action, awakening in them a desire to work 
for peace within themselves and on a global scale. 
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VISUALS – Episode Three  
 
For the Igor Gouzenko story we will use footage from the 1948 movie The Iron Curtain that re-
enacted the event. We also have the Gandhi story covered with footage from the UN collection. 
Footage for the Kopacsi story will come from the National Archives and Tamas Fenyves, my source 
in Budapest. The viewer will see the Hungarian revolution and Russian invasion. We will also show 
personal photos provided by Sandor Kopacsi, who now lives in Toronto.  We have extensive 
moving images of Dag Hammarskjöld in action and shots of the aftermath of his plane crash. The 
Lester Pearson footage will come the Archive in Ottawa. We will go the Mennonite community in 
the US for the Kornelius Isaac images. We will get original footage of Peace Pilgrim (Mildred 
Norman) from the Friends of Peace Pilgrim Foundation. For the Earle Reynolds and Albert Bigelow 
story  we will use excerpts from the film, The Reynolds Story. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EPISODES 
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�
THE WHOLE WORLD IS WATCHING 

Episode Four (1962-1989)�
�

 
The 1960’s begin with a warm-up of the cold war when Francis Gary Powers, flying his U2 

spy plane over Soviet Russia, is shot down.  This causes a major shift in Soviet policy and puts the 
relationship between US President Eisenhower and Premier Nikita Khrushchev in the deep freeze.   

 
 
Television is a new powerful ally in the peace movement as the medium thrusts a sedentary 

audience into the action of the times. Whole populations worldwide bear witness to brutality as 
Afro Americans struggle to dismantle segregation. The cameras are our eyes when we watch John 
Kennedy being sworn into the Presidency. He inspires the young and starts the Peace Corps. The 
world hold’s its breath as JFK rescues the planet from the edge of nuclear war over the Cuban 
crisis.  Nations weep when Kennedy is gunned down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Television shows how great man can be when Neil Armstrong sets foot on the moon.  By 
then 62 nations had already signed a treaty limiting the use of outer space for military purposes and 
forbids claims of national sovereignty on celestial bodies.  Back on earth, Soviet might flexes its 
muscles by invading Czechoslovakia in 1968.  

 
Television motivates hundreds of thousands of viewers worldwide to leave the comfort of 

their front room and take to the streets to protest one of the century’s most immoral wars in 
Vietnam. From Washington to Paris to Canberra and most points in between the Vietnam War is 
exposed for what it is, a slaughterhouse consuming human life by the thousands. 

 
Peace in the 60’s takes on a new persona…. militancy.  Would be soldiers send smoke 

signals of defiance to the White House using their draft cards to fuel the flames of increasing 
discontent.  Draft dodging is rampant as Canada opens its borders to thousands of young men who 
refuse to bear arms.  Even the clergy of all denominations are on the offensive.  Many go beyond 
protest to civil disobedience, some do jail time for their beliefs. In South Vietnam some Buddhists 
commit suicide by self-immolation.  Like society, the entertainment industry is split between doves 
and hawks, the John Waynes in one camp, the Jane Fondas in the other.  From Seeger to Baez to 
Dylan, songs of peace and love strike a cord with the youth as they mobilize in a chorus of one 
voice renouncing war.  
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While blood flows in Southeast Asia the Middle East is on a war footing as the Israelis 

bomb 25 Arab airports and its armored forces sweep across the Sinai, reaching the Suez Canal.  It’s 
June 5, 1967, the war lasts for 6 terrifying days.  By the time the UN arranges a ceasefire, ten 
thousand Egyptians lie dead, fifteen thousand are captured, another nine hundred thousand refugees 
join the ranks of the million displaced by the 1948-49 war. 
 
 
·  On October 22, 1962, the warmed up cold war suddenly gets hotter when US President 

Kennedy goes on television and tells the world that the Soviet Union is building launch sites for 
intermediate-range missiles in Cuba making nuclear targets of many American cities. Soviet 
ships enroute to the Caribbean island carry shrouded missiles prompting Kennedy to order a 
navel and air quarantine.  US troops invading Cuba seems likely.  There is talk of Soviet forces 
in Cuba prepared to use battlefield nuclear weapons against an invader. Communication 
between Kennedy and Khrushchev grinds to a halt. The world inches toward World War III.  
ABC News television correspondent John Scali approaches Aleksandr Feklisov, his contact at 
the Soviet embassy in Washington. Scali makes a number of proposals to end the tense 
situation. The two pass messages back and forth to the Kremlin and the White House.  On 
October 28, Khrushchev blinks first.    The Soviets withdraw their missiles. The world breathes 
a collective sigh. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  A global audience tunes into the world’s first television war in Vietnam and witnesses a 

spectacle of horror and atrocity that has no end in sight. The White House’s occasional peace 
offensives combined with savage bombing raids only reinforces the North Vietnamese’s resolve 
to fight on.  Other diplomatic efforts to end the carnage are thwarted with more bombing. The 
ranks of the peace movement spawn a new kind of activist, more militant, more defiant. They 
are branded with paradoxical labels like radical pacifists and peace anarchists.  People like 
Doctor Benjamin Spock, America’s most celebrated pediatrician and William Sloan Coffin , 
Chaplin of Yale University, are often on trial for civil disobedience and abetting the burning of 
draft cards.  But once in the dock they manage to put the government itself on trial. The 
Barrigan Brothers, two Catholic priests from the Jesuit order, at the top of the ecclesiastic 
food chain, are profoundly militant in their actions against the war. 
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·  As the military complex is dividing nations, a perceived enemy from within rises to challenge 

the status quo. As early as 1965 opposition to the war by soldiers starts to gain momentum that 
leads to an epidemic. Richard Steinke, a West Point graduate refuses to board an aircraft 
taking him to a remote Vietnamese village. "The Vietnamese war is not worth a single 
American life.", he says. Steinke is court-martialed and dismissed from the service. Three army 
privates refuse to embark for Vietnam, denouncing the war as "immoral, illegal, and unjust." 
They are court-martialed and imprisoned. In early 1967, Captain Howard Levy, an army 
doctor at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, refuses to teach Green Berets saying they are 
"murderers of women and children.” Levy is convicted and sentenced to prison. A navy nurse, 
Lieutenant Susan Schnall, is court-martialed for marching in a peace demonstration while in 
uniform and for dropping antiwar leaflets from a plane on navy installations. Around Christmas 
1972 some B-52 pilots refuse to fly bombing missions over Hanoi and Haiphong. The ranks of 
deserters double from 47,000 in 1967 to 89,000 in 1971. In 1965 61% of Americans approve of 
involvement in Vietnam.  By 1971 that statistic is exactly reversed, 61% vehemently oppose the 
war. 

 
As early as 1966 the Vietnam War had a real chance to end with Operation Marigold. Career Polish 
diplomat Jerzy Michalowski engages key players of the bloody conflict. His goal is simply to end 
the bloodshed in Indochina by moving the conflict from the battlefield to the negotiating table. The 
US ambassador to South Vietnam, Henry Cabot Lodge requests that the Poles present a 10-point 
peace plan to the North Vietnamese.  Lodge promises an unconditional bombing halt will precede 
negotiations. Michalowski briefs Leonid Brezhnev who encourages him to proceed. North Vietnam 
Premier Phan Van Dong requests an unprecedented face-to-face meeting in Warsaw with the 
Americans. But the US embarks on bombing raids targeting Hanoi. Stunned by these attacks, the 
North Vietnamese withdraw their offer to meet.  Operation Marigold fails.  On January 19, 1969, 
the eve of the inauguration of Richard Nixon, outgoing Secretary of State Dean Rusk admits to 
Jerzy Michalowski in private: “I have no regrets.  Except for one thing—that in 1966  we did not 
take advantage of the opportunities of your role as go-between.  We should have begun a 
negotiating process that, with your help, could have ended a conflict that has cost us so much blood 
and treasure, and that now has cost us the election.” 
 
 

·  A Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh, 
Vietnam’s leading anti-war activist, leads a 
powerful non-violent movement for peace. 
Driven into exile by the communists, he 
inspires members of his Unified Buddhist 
Church in Vietnam to maintain their pacifist 
stance. They resist both armies, refuse to 
fight, and shelter thousands of deserters. The 
Buddhists suffer assassination, execution and 
mass imprisonment for their actions. Many 
believe Hanh may have changed the course 

of U.S. history when he persuades Martin Luther King, Jr. to oppose the Vietnam War publicly. 
Hanh's Buddhist delegation to the Paris peace talks resulted in accords between North Vietnam 
and the United States.  



 22

 
 
 
 
 
·  Mordechai Vanunu works as a technician at the 

Dimona Nuclear Power Plant in Israel. He discovers 
Israel is secretly producing plutonium for nuclear 
weapons. Vanunu, a man of peace, believes he has a 
moral responsibility to tell the world of these weapons 
of mass destruction. In 1986 he blows the whistle and 
tells the London Sunday Times newspaper. His evidence 
shows that Israel has more than 200 bombs with boosted 
devices, neutron bombs, F-16 deliverable warheads, and 
Jericho warheads.  His photographs, taken in secret, 
show sophisticated designs which scientific experts say 
enable the Israelis to build bombs with as little as 4 
kilograms of plutonium. Just before the release of the 
story, Vanunu is lured to Rome and kidnapped by Israeli 
secret agents and taken back to Israel. He is tried in 
secret and convicted of treason and espionage. He is 
sentenced to eighteen years in prison. He serves over 
eleven and a half years in solitary confinement. He 
sacrifices his freedom and endures hardship to expose 
the danger of nuclear weapons to mankind. Vanunu is 
released from prison in 2004. 

 
 
 
 
·  Cyprus, an island country in the eastern Mediterranean Sea south of Turkey is a flashpoint 

leading to war when Turkish and Greek Cypriots fight over a scheme to amend the constitution. 
Eight months later, in August 1964, Turkish Air Force fighter jets attack Greek Cypriot 
positions.  Full scale war is averted when both sides accept a UN ceasefire.  This cessation of 
hostilities looked good on paper but on the ground is another reality.  UN forces were powerless 
to disarm the combatants. Many episodes of sporadic fighting and killing made the ceasefire an 
uneasy truce as Sergeant Major George Ouellet found out. The Canadian forces are the first 
troops to arrive in Cyprus for peacekeeping duties.  Ouellet is on reconnaissance in remote part 
of the island when Turkish Cypriots attack Greek Cypriot positions.  Twelve unarmed Greek 
farmers are caught in the middle in an open field.  With disregard for his own safety Ouellet 
went from one farmer to the other and, while under fire, safely brought them to a farm building.  
He then managed to get to the Turkish Cypriot position and arrange a ceasefire.  His brave 
action leads to a stabilization of the ceasefire line in the area. For this, Sergeant Major Georges 
Ouellet is given the Order Of The British Empire. 
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·  Peacekeeping duty is dangerous work and sometimes life threatening.  When a UN ceasefire is 

finally put into affect stopping the 1973 Yom Kippur war, Canadian Major William MacNeil  
finds himself at the end of an Egyptian gun barrel. While patrolling a jungle-like area parallel to 
a sweet water canal MacNeil crosses a bridge and is met by a full strength battalion of Egyptian 
soldiers.  They should have cleared the area days ago. While MacNeil is talking with an 
Egyptian officer an Israeli officer comes out of hiding, crosses the bridge and informs MacNeil 
to leave the area because his forces are preparing to attack the Egyptian position.  What are 
probably the first peace talks of the Yom Kippur War takes place on that bridge.  MacNeil talks 
to both men and calms their nerves.  MacNeil takes off his flack jacket and helmet, sits on the 
hood of his vehicle and defies the Israelis to attack.  Their forces soon withdraw. 

 
·  As Egypt’s new president in 1970, Anwar Sadat inherits a relationship with 

the Soviet Union that is deteriorating. By July 1972 Sadat orders the 
immediate withdrawal of the Soviet Union's 5,000 military advisers and he 
annuls the Soviet-Egyptian Treaty of Friendship. Sadat moves decisively to 
change the face of the Middle East. In November 1977, he makes a historic 
trip to Israel and addresses the Israeli parliament.  This breakthrough leads to 
the Camp David peace treaty. The old rules of the Arab-Israeli blood feud no 
longer apply.  In 1978, Sadat and his Israeli counterpart, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, jointly received the Nobel Peace Prize.  Sadat pays for 
peace with his life. On October 6, 1981, he is assassinated in Cairo by 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

 
·  It’s referred to as “The Troubles”, an insulting euphemism that masks murder, torture, hatred 

and other acts of horrific violence.  The brutality in Northern Ireland’s family tree has its toxic 
roots profoundly implanted in history. Máiread Corrigan Maguire  manages to break through 
the culture of violence and strikes a nerve on both sides of the ongoing conflict.  She rallies 
hundreds of thousands at home and abroad to join her march to peace.  In that black hole where 
the evil demon of hatred lives, Maguire brings light and hope.  She wins the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1976 for her peace effort.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As the whole world is watching the Vietnam War become more and more brutal, ordinary citizens 
in the US retaliate in the form of tax resistance.  More than two hundred thousand refuse to pay the 
10% added to phone bills to support the war.  More than twenty thousand refuse to pay any income 
tax.  By the end of the war, 1 million draft cards are destroyed. 3,000 Americans are convicted and 
sent to prison or alternate service, 170,000 declare conscientious objector status, between 80,000 to 
100,000 military deserters and draft evaders leave the US. It is impossible to know how much 
longer the war would have dragged on without the efforts of those who opposed it.  As George 
Bernard Shaw said of such people, “We have to admit that it is always troublesome people who 
force us to remedy the abuses that we lazily let slide.” 
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VISUALS – Episode Four 
 
We have 1960’s peace rally footage from the US air force and Vietnam war visuals from several 
sources including WPA in Chicago. The Vietnam footage is compelling, given some of the famous 
personalities who opposed it and the high profile events that took place. The National Archives in 
Washington supplied us with moving images of the Suez Canal and Sadat, Begin and Carter signing 
a peace agreement.  For the Northern Ireland story we have newspaper headlines, terrorist posters 
and graphics that will be dramatically interspersed with moving images. For the two Canadian 
peacekeeper stories we will get the appropriate footage with the assistance of the historian at DND 
in Ottawa.  For the Cuban Missile Crisis we have moving images of street scenes in Havana, 
battleships and all the key players. We intend on shooting a recreation of John Scali meeting 
Aleksandr Feklisov.  
 
 
 

EPISODES 
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BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 
Episode Five (1989-2000) 

 
 

The world is sorting itself out going into the last decade of the 20th century.  Structures that 
enslaved much of the world’s population for most of the past 100 years suddenly come crashing 
down. The Berlin Wall, the symbol of Totalitarianism, falls in one glorious night.  There is a new 
language heard from Moscow; words like Glasnost and Perestroika gnaw at the foundation of 
Communism and lead to its collapse. For 70 years the forbidden words “free elections” are the topic 
of conversation in the Soviet sphere of influence.  Free elections are also releasing South African 
citizens from state sanctioned murder, torture and rape.  The abolishment of apartheid is one of 
the great accomplishments of the twentieth century. 

 
In the final episode we see a new generation joining the peacemaker ranks. Some of 

these peace activists are as young as ten. For the first time, justice, human rights and the 
environment converge with their peace agenda.  This new generation is focused, organized and 
fiercely dedicated to the vision of what they want their world to be. These young peacemakers are 
united like never before. In the global village they spread their ideas over the Internet. They 
promote the power of ideas over the power of weapons. Prestigious institutions like the United 
Nations and the Nobel Institute recognize youth organizations and provide them with a world stage 
to express their ideas. They see the challenges of the 21st Century as daunting but not 
insurmountable. These young peacemakers look back on the 20th Century and say we will do 
better in the 21st. 

 
 
·  It began during the war in 1995, with a Kosovo Albanian 

and a Kosovo Serb who refused to hate each other despite 
the ethnic hatred all around them. They gather with Albanian 
and Serbian friends in a small, old house in Prishtina to talk 
about peace. Because they "saw no reason yet to be optimists 
and did not want to surrender to pessimism either," they 
called themselves the PostPessimists. In a country where 
Serbian and Albanian children were not allowed to go to the same schools, these meetings are 
nothing short of revolutionary. From the beginning they demonstrate that youth of different 
ethnicities not only can co-exist but also can work together to improve the lives of children in 
an ethnically mixed environment. The organization is a bi-ethnic association for several years, 
until the Serbian war against Kosovar Albanians leads to mass deportations in the spring of 
1999, forcing Serb members to leave the city. In spite of the war, ignoring persecutions and the 
constant risk and imminent danger, the members never give up. Instead, they issue an appeal to 
all the youth of Prishtina to unite and work together for renovation of the culture and sports 
center in Kosovo's capital. The appeal is broadcast by both Serbian and Albanian radio stations, 
which on most matters oppose each other. No other peace organization yet dared take such a 
step.  
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·  In 1997, Jason Crowe reads an article that transforms him from 
ordinary ten-year-old kid into peace activist. It is the story of 
Vedran Smailovic, principal cellist of the Sarajevo Opera 
Orchestra, who witnessed the massacre of 22 neighbors in a 
bread line during the Siege of Sarajevo in 1992. Vedran's 
response is to play his cello amid sniper fire for 22 consecutive 
days in the crater left by the fatal mortar shell. Crowe is moved 
to action. Smailovic inspires Crowe's biggest dream: a tribute to 
the spirit of the Bosnian people in the form of The Children's 
International Peace & Harmony Statue, to be shipped to Bosnia 
as a gift from peace-loving people around the world, especially 
children. "We will inherit the New Millennium and we must 
voice our desire for peace and show the world we are willing to 
work for it. The statue itself will be our voice giving us a way to 
shout, 'Never again must mean never again'."  Crowe starts The 
Informer, a "kids-for-kids" newspaper to disseminate 
information about his peace activism. He networks with students 
and teachers worldwide who are studying Bosnia and causes of 
war. He writes a historical novel chronicling the lives of three 
boys (Bosnian-Serb, Bosnian-Muslim and Bosnian-Croat) who 
were best friends before the war forced them to separate. 
Through faith in harmony and creative energy the boys are 
reunited at the end of the war. Proceeds from the book are 
donated to humanitarian aid for Bosnia and the statue project.  

 
·  Sierra Leone, one of Africa’s poorest countries is torn apart by a seven-year civil war. In 

1993 ten year old Ibrahim Alex Bangura, already a member of the organization Peace 
Links, is sent to conferences to study conflict resolution and leadership. By 1999 the sixteen 
year old has helped UNICEF to distribute oral rehydration 
packets during cholera outbreaks, worked on 
environmental clean-up projects and built shelters. He 
leads workshops on tolerance, and educates children about 
the United Nations' goals for world peace and teaches 
them about the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Alex is a leading member of the Peace Links Musical 
Youths, a group of young Sierra Leoneans who write and 
perform music that spreads a message of peace, tolerance 
and reconciliation throughout their country. For this Alex 
wins a United Nations Award in the Performing Arts 
category of the Global Youth For Peace & Tolerance.  
Alex's efforts now centre on the rehabilitation of thousands 
of children who were kidnapped and trained to be soldiers. Alex helps people like this 14 
year old Ugandan girl who is forcibly abducted by rebel soldiers. She is made to kill a boy 
who tried to escape from the rebels. She sees another boy hacked to death for not reporting 
his friend’s successful escape. The young girl is trained to be a soldier in just over a month 
and then sent to fight against the government army.  These children believe that life has no 
meaning. Alex teaches these children songs about peace and tolerance in an effort to change 
their value system and redirect their lives.  
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·  Decades of drug trafficking and guerrilla warfare make Columbia one of the most violent 

countries in the world. In the face of death threats, five teenagers start the Children’s Peace 
Movement. At The Hague Appeal for Peace Conference they petition for a "Day of 
Tranquility." On October 25, 1996, 2.7 million Colombian children, ages 7 to 18, vote 
overwhelmingly for the right to life, the right to peace and the right to family. This special 
election birth’s the Children's Mandate for Peace and Rights. One year later 10 million adults 
vote for peace. Farliz Calle, one of the founders of the Children’s Peace Movement is 
nominated for the Nobel Prize. 

 
·  Many believe that the way to peace rests with children. At a dinner party in honor of Israeli 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres TV journalist John Wallach, makes a toast to the Israeli Foreign 
Minister in the presence of envoys from Egypt and Palestine. During this toast, Wallach 
proposes his idea for a summer camp in the United States where young people from each of the 
three nations would have the chance to meet one another. To be nice, the dignitaries accept the 
idea. Wallach calls their bluff. The next day he holds a news conference announcing that the 
Israeli and the Egyptian Governments and the PLO agree to his plan. Wallach and his two 
partners use their own money to set up the first Seeds of 
Peace camp. Its mission statement is, what one side has, the 
other side has a right to demand for itself, whether that be 
statehood, security, justice or equality. The first summer the 
camp welcomed 46 kids, Egyptians, Israelis and 
Palestinians. Campers eat together, share cabins, attend each 
others religious ceremonies and participate in the same 
social activities. The program brings together future leaders, 
selected by their governments, to reveal the human face of 
those they were raised to hate. When then-First Lady Hillary 
Clinton visits the camp she becomes an ally. She calls 
President Clinton and arranges to have the children present 
at the September 14, 1993 agreements between Yitzhak 
Rabin and Yassir Arafat.  By 2000, Seeds Of Peace launches the ‘Balkans Initiative’ involving 
young people from Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia. The camp is succeeding in its 
goals and keeps expanding. It initiates a camp program for Turkish and Greek kids who are 
caught in the battle over the divided island of Cyprus. By 2001 SOP opens a centre for 
coexistence in Jerusalem and establishes the India – Pakistan program. Seeds Of Peace is 
awarded UNESCO Peace Prize.  

 
In response to the attacks on America on September 11, 2001, Seeds of Peace convene the 
International Youth Summit on Uprooting Hatred and Terrorism, held at the United Nations in 
November, 2001.  At the conference, Seeds of Peace bring together 120 Seeds from 22 nations to 
address the very roots of terror, hatred, and violence.  Delegates meet with visiting heads of state, 
renowned academics, business leaders, and media personalities. Their opening statement begins:  
“We young people representing 22 war-ravaged nations, hereby declare that we are tired of 
hatred, violence, and terror. Do not dismiss this as youthful idealism.  Many of us live in 
places where killing and humiliation, poverty and homeless refugees are commonplace.  At 
Seeds of Peace, we have experienced real equity, understanding, and joy. We now refuse to 
accept what is, when we know what can be. We know it is possible to redirect human passions 
toward the positive goal for creating peace.” 
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·  On September 22, 1980 the Iraqi army crosses the Iranian 
frontier launching a full-scale war. It took eight years and 
up to a million and a half dead before the combatants 
came to their senses. Finally the two countries accept UN 
terms for an immediate stop to hostilities and the dispatch 
of a UN observer team to supervise the cease-fire accord. 
Canadian forces captain and UN observer Reg Fountain 
uses the language of peace when he is thrust into a tower 
of Babel situation. On a blistering hot October afternoon 

in 1990 Fountain, an Indonesian Major and an Iraqi Liaison Officer go to a region where there 
is a report of an imminent border violation by Iranian forces.  From Fountain’s vantage point he 
sees the Iranian contingent emerging from a bushy area and moving toward the Iraqi lines of 
defence.  The fast acting Fountain drives his jeep to within yards of the Iranian troops thus 
coming between them and the Iraqi soldiers. Fountain tries in vain to make the Iranian 
commander understand that his troops crossed over the border and that they are on Iraqi soil.  
The Iranians don’t understand him because they only speak Farsi and the Iraqis only speak 
Arabic.  The Imam notices the Canadian flag on Fountain’s uniform. The Iranian religious 
leader asks the captain a question in French.  Fountain translates the conversation in English to 
his Iraqi liaison officer who then translates the message in Arabic to the Iraqi commander. The 
hectic discussion goes on for two hours as the opposing parties sit in the desert sand and thrash 
it out.  Fountain is the pivot man as French was translated to Farsi, Arabic and English and back 
again. The Imam convinces the Iranian commander that the UN will not allow war to break out 
again.  Finally the Iranians agree to pull back.  In a friendly gesture the Iraqis bring a little 
charcoal brazier to make tea as a sign of agreement.  That one afternoon in the hot, blazing sun, 
a group of men lay down their arms, sat on the desert floor and chose to turn a tower of Babel 
into a tower of peace. 

 
·  History bears witness to the atrocities and oppression 

committed against indigenous people from Canada to India 
and all points in between.  In 1990 Guatemala’s aboriginals 
are among the precious few examples where the downtrodden 
successfully liberate themselves from their oppressors. The 
road to Santiago Atitlan meanders through a rugged 
mountainous region to the Toliman and Atitlan volcanoes.  In 
1980 the military installs a detachment in Atitlan, which leads 
to years of institutionalized violence and repression. On the 
night of December 1, 1990 a group of soldiers leave a local 
bar and head to the home of Ajuchan Sapalu with the 
intention of doing harm to his daughter.  Within minutes of 
the soldiers arrival Sapalu screams for help.  The neighbours 
come to his aid.  Outnumbered, the soldiers flee and as they 
run, one of them wounds a civilian in the leg. The outraged 
neighbours go to the church and ring the bells signaling an 
emergency.  Soon the village square is filled with townsfolk. More than fifteen thousand 
villagers act with one voice carrying white flags and silently march to the military base and 
demand to see the commander. It is after midnight on December 2 under a moonlit sky when  
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the silence is broken with gunfire. At dawn thirteen citizens lay dead and more than twenty-two are 
wounded. That day village leaders assemble in the parish church and compose a letter to the 
Guatemalan President. The villagers sign or put their fingerprint on a petition demanding that the 
military withdraw, permanently. The national and international pressure on the Guatemalan 
President forces him to accede to the demands of the villagers.  On Dec. 6, 1990 the President 
orders the immediate withdrawal of the army in Atitlan on condition that Atitlan assume its own 
security.  To celebrate, the townsfolk painstakingly disassemble the military base stone by stone and 
use the bricks to erect a ‘Peace Park’. The letter from the president promising to remove the army is 
copied on an eight-foot high marble to act as a constant reminder to all future governments that this 
is a region of peace. 
 
 
 
·  In the Bantu language of the Xhosa tribe the word Rolihlahla 

means ‘stirring up trouble’.  On July 18, 1918 Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela is born.  History records that he lives up to his middle 
name.  In seventy-five years, Nelson Mandela’s life journey takes 
him from his birthplace in a mud hut to Norway, where he joins 
the company of Nobel Laureates and accepts his Prize for Peace. 
Much is written by and about Nelson Mandela, but there is so 
much more to understand and even more to be emulated.  How, at 
the end of an era of state sanctioned torture, murder and rape, can 
the newly elected government of President Mandela turn around 
and offer reconciliation and not retaliation, offer forgiveness and 
not vengeance?  How can a nation of people who were brought up 
under the whip turn around and offer an olive branch? In July 1995 President Mandela put forth 
the National Unity and Reconciliation Act.  It is an official government act of peace. A hundred 
years ago another man of peace walked the land of South Africa. Mohandas K. Gandhi ushered 
in the 20th century showing the world the way of tolerance and non- violence. Nelson Mandela 
began the 21st century as Gandhi did a hundred years ago by proving that peace is the way of 
forgiveness, liberation and justice for all. 
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VISUALS – Episode Five 
 
We will use original shooting we did in Guatemala for the Santiago, Atitlan story. The Jason Crow, 
and PostPessimist’s footage will be sourced from the UNESCO’s Culture Of Peace, Save The 
Children, and SafeKids Survivors Art Foundation. We will get additional visuals for Vedran 
Smailovic from Rubicon Publishing in Oakville. For the Seeds Of Peace story we will use footage 
from that organizations video library. Moving images of Ibrahim Alex Bangura and his music group 
and the work they do will be sourced from Hague Appeal For Peace Youth Network, UNICEF and 
Peace Links Sierra Leone. The Peace Children story footage will come from CNN.  The DND 
historian will assist us in getting footage for the Captain Reg Fountain story. There is an abundance 
of Nelson Mandela material from several sources. 
 
 
 
 
 

EPISODES 
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Peace efforts in the 20th Century are rife in triumphs, heartbreaking in 
failures, inspirational in attempts and all the while motivating for the future. As 
peacemakers move into the 21st Century they carry the burden of an inheritance from the 
20th Century: accumulated arsenals from super powers both past and present, sophisticated 
weaponry possessed by unscrupulous rogue nations, and the trade in armaments and related 
technology in the hands of terrorists.   

 
Peacemakers worldwide recognize that a radical change in mindset among world 

leaders has to take place.  People of peace understand that their agenda of ridding the world 
of weapons has to come in stages. Old ideas like arms control have to be replaced by 
disarmament; efforts have to be focused on war prevention not setting rules for war. The 
daunting task of ridding the world of nuclear weapons is paramount as more nations have 
their finger on the button.  The notion that a select group of self-appointed nations are the 
only ones permitted to possess certain kinds of weapons is the root problem of 
proliferation.  They are trying to convince all countries to work together and strictly enforce 
elimination of specific weapons and limit the manufacturing and trading of all armaments. 
Offensive militaries have to be outlawed.  Where necessary a reduced force can be 
deployed for defence only.   

 
Young Peacemakers push for some countries to take a leadership role and eliminate 

their military altogether.  International criteria have to be set allowing only responsible 
countries to possess weapons for defence. The international community should refuse to 
arm aggressor countries, nations who reject free elections and violators of human rights.  
As the world marches toward globalization all efforts to disarm, limit weapons and prevent 
war have to act synergistically with human rights, equitable distribution of wealth, the 
eradication of poverty and the preservation and restoration of ecosystems. The pursuit of 
peace resembles the building of a great cathedral. It is the work of a generation. In concept 
it requires a master-architect, in execution, the labors of many. 
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Museum Folkwang, Germany, The estate of Otto Dix, Essen, Germany 
Bertha von Suttner high school, Germany 
Felix Vallotton Foundation, Switzerland 

International Peace Academy, New York, Sanford Wexler, New York 
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Katja Hemmerich, Toronto 

Cheshmak Farhoumand-Sims, Barbara Kraft, Washington, DC 
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The Wounded Dove Visual Archive 
 
 Over the course of a year’s intensive research, employing 20 
experienced researchers on three continents, The Wounded Dove Archive has 
gown to contain 150 one-hour Beta SP tapes of footage from The National 
Archives in Washington, The Library of Congress, The National Archives of 
Canada, The Imperial War Museum in London and from dozens of Peace 
organizations around the world. The National Archives in Washington is an 
especially rich source of material. Only 30% of the archives’ materials have 
been indexed. Wounded Dove researchers have been scouring the shelves in 
search of unique, rarely seen footage.  
 
 The Wounded Dove archive also contains several hundred still 
photographs, documents and letters. Bradford University, UK houses the 
largest Peace Library in the world. This was a major source of materials. 
 
 The Wounded Dove Archive has been condensed into a 122 page 
Research Document and CD ROM. References are found in a 180 page 
Wounded Dove Bibliography. 
 


